Thursday, September 16, 2004
1 Corinthians 16:1 – 24

Paul now turns to more mundane matters. It is interesting that whether or not to collect gifts for a church that was suffering was not a question. It was not as if the Christian Jews would normally expect aid from primarily Gentile churches, but Jesus changes relationships. In Him we are all one family, whether black, white, or whatever; whether Methodist, Lutheran, or Baptist, we are all one family in Christ and should pray for one another’s churches; that they may be guided by the Holy Spirit and guarded from Satan’s temptations and traps. 

Until he could come himself, Paul would send Timothy to see how things were going. As Timothy is a young preacher, Paul passes on his wish that he be treated well. They were not to belittle him, or abuse his ministry in any way.

In verse 12 we get a hint of how things were developing as far as the “who do you follow?” dissention in the church. Some members of the congregation wished Apollos to come to Corinth. We also find that the two leaders had apparently conferred about how to handle the problems in Corinth and agreed on a plan. They both kept their eyes on the ministry of the gospel and did not allow the factions to use them against one another. 


Three leaders of the Corinthian church had come to Paul to fill in the news that had been lacking in previous communications; this passage may also mean that they, as teachers, had guided the congregation as to Paul’s meaning in his letters. Probably, as effective leaders, they did both. 


 At the end of his epistle, Paul adds a personal note. He wrote the last greeting in his own hand, demonstrating that he was indeed the sender and that the words of the entire letter were his own. 
